the time of fairs which, he understood, took place peri-
odically at the place. These buildings were now utilized
for the refugees. There was some difficulty about proper
water supply, which the management was striving to
overcome. He had no doubt that if the water supply
could-be guaranteed for a much larger number of refugees
than the present occupants, the place was capable of
giving shelter to many more.
OF OFFICIALS
While he was speaking on the subject of refugees,
Gandhiji said that he would like to draw attention to
some of the shortcomings which had been mentioned
to him. He was told that there was black-marketing
going on among the refugees themselves. The officials
who were concerned in the work of looking after the
refugees were not reported to be above reproach. He
was told that it was not possible to get accommodation
without having to bribe the officer-in-charge nor
was their conduct supposed to be otherwise above
reproach. Naturally, no charge could be universal, but
even if there was one black sheep among many, the
many suffered in the consequence.
'  MALPRACTICES AMONG THE REFUGEES
Then he was told that the refugees themselves
were not above resorting to petty thefts. He expected
perfect straightforwardness from them. It was reported
to him that the rezais that were distributed among the
refugees were in some cases torn up, the cotton was
thrown away and the calico was turned into shirts etc.
He was told of several other things of a like nature, but
he must not detain the audience over a recitation of
all the misdeeds attributed to the refugees. He wanted
to hasten to the subject of the evening.
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